World War II

I. Introduction

a. World War II was caused by:

i. Japan invading Manchuria and China for raw materials

ii. Hitler’s rise in Germany and the rise of Nazi Party

iii. Italy’s imperialist pursuits

iv. U.S. Isolationism

v. Western European powers

b. Axis on the march

i. Germany defeats France, invades Russia and blitzkrieg’s UK

ii. Japan crushes China, Philippines, sets sights on U.S.

iii. Both sign peace agreements

c. The tide turns

i. Pearl Harbor-U.S. enters war

ii. Soviets fight back in Russia

iii. 1944 Operation Overlord in France

iv. 1945 Atomic bombs drop on Nagasaki, Hiroshima

b.  War concluded with the defeat of Germany and Japan

c. War’s end brought Cold War with Russia

II. The early years 1931-1938

a. Japan invades Manchuria (1931) and China (1937)

i. Wanted a Japanese “sphere of influence”

ii. Manchuria had an abundance of iron, coal and other natural resources

iii. Japan invades China 1937

iv. Japan attacked U.S. warship Panay
v. Americans remained in isolation

b. Hitler’s National Socialist Party came to power 1933

i. Promised to restore Germany’s glory

ii. Wanted to create a Reich or empire of German speaking people

iii. Rebuilt the German army and illegally took over Rhineland

iv. Allies with Italy and Russia

v. Germany annexes (takes over) Austria in 1938

vi. 1939 Germany invades Poland with Russia’s help

c. Italy’s imperialism

i. Benito Mussolini comes to power

ii. Institutes socialist nationalism in Italy

iii. Invades and annexes Ethiopia in 1935

iv. Italy allies with Germany

d. U.S. Isolationism

i. U.S. was wary of another world war

ii. Wanted to focus on domestic issues (issues at home)-unilateralism

iii. Signed several neutrality acts to avoid joining a European War

iv. FDR was concerned about the military conflicts across the globe

v. FDR creates a military neutral zone that conflicts with German sea territory

e. Western Powers (France, England and Spain)

i. Spanish Civil War 1936

ii. Britain and France observed but did not prevent German build-up

iii. Both appealed to U.S. for aid if Germany attacked

iv. Both declare war on Germany when Poland was invaded

III. Axis on the March

a. 1940 Germany conquers France and Belgium

b. Germany blitzkrieg of England (lightening attack by air and water)

c. Germany invades Soviet Union

d. German U-boats attack U.S. ships for trading with England

e. Japan crushes China

f. Japan attacks Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941

IV. U.S. to the Rescue

a. FDR declares war on Japan and Germany

b. Versus Japan

i. U.S. interns thousands of Japanese Americans

ii. Sends troops and ships to Pacific—defeats Japan at Coral Island, Guadalcanal and Midway Island

iii. Begins Manhattan Project

iv. U.S. captures Iwo Jima and Okinawa

v. U.S. drops atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945

vi. Japan surrenders

c. Versus Germany

i. Invades North Africa with British and French troops

ii. 1943 conquer Italy with British

iii. 1944 Operation Overlord—storming of Normandy

1. Allies push Germans away from France, Soviets push away from Russia—Germans are squeezed in the middle

iv. Germany tries one more push-Battle of the Bulge

v. 1945 Soviets capture Berlin, Allies invade Germany

vi. Germany surrenders, Hitler commits suicide

V. Conclusions

a. Yalta Conference—Allies discuss final push against Axis

b. Over 30 million war dead

c. FDR dies

d. U.S. Cold War with Soviet Union

e. Formation of the UN

f. Full revelations of Holocaust

